Denver Law Review
Volume 2

Issue 5

Article 5

1925

Vol. 2, no. 5: Full Issue
Denver Bar Association Record

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.du.edu/dlr

Recommended Citation
2 Denv. B. Ass'n Rec. (1925).

This Full Issue is brought to you for free and open access by the Denver Law Review at Digital Commons @ DU. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Denver Law Review by an authorized editor of Digital Commons @ DU. For more
information, please contact jennifer.cox@du.edu,dig-commons@du.edu.

THE DENVER BAR ASSOCIATION

RE CORD
P

B

U
VOL. l

L

I S

H

E

D

M

0

N

T

H

DENVER, MAY, 1925

L Y
No. 5

Remember that Annual Meeting

Chamber of Commerce Building
Monday, April 27, 6 p.m., $1 per
COME AND HEAR

Rabbi William S. Friedman
on

"f'
The Ideal Equality"
Election of Officers, Reports of Committees
The Following Candidates for Membership Will Be Voted Upon:
Roy R. Carpenter
Otto A. Erdman
C. R. Froman
Samuel M. Goldberg
Fred A. Harrison
Louis A. Hellerstein
Harry M. Kaufman
C. Edgar Kettering
John Pershing
John L. Rice
Frank L. Ross

Paul D. Shriver
E. E. Sarchet
George Stephan
Harold Clarke Thompson
Henry Van Kleeck
Charles M. White
Bryan L. Whitehead
Harold H. Widney
Ross F. Wilkins
Floyd J. Wilson
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Report of Secretary-Treasurer Jacob V. Schaetzel
APRIL 1, 1924, TO MARCH 31, 1925
The report of the Secretary-Treasurer is necessarily one of figures which
reflect to a great extent the activity of our association. The auditor's report is
printed in full and a perusal of same will readily show our members that we
cannot keep up the present activity on the dues which we now receive unless
some adjustment is made relative to the present Library Fund or the dues are
accordingly increased. The cost per member during the present fiscal year
was $8.52 and yet we only received $6.00 in dues. As it now stands the
Library Fund does not receive sufficient funds to adequately take care of that
important department, neither does the General F'und receive enough to defray
the necessary expenses. I would recommend that our present library, with
its equipment, be donated to the City of Denver and that hereafter it be conducted somewhat after the manner in which our Supreme Court Library is
managed. It will be more adequately taken care of and the funds which have
been heretofore used for library purposes could be used for general expenses.
Total membership April 1, 1924 ....................................
New members enrolled ............................................

568
64

Total .....................................................
Died during year ..................................................
Voluntarily withdrew .............................................
Dropped, non-payment of dues ......................................

632
5
3
5

T otal .....................................................

13

Total membership including 18 honorary members ..............
Applications for membership on hand ...........................

619
21

Total membership if present applicants favorably acted upon ....
Number of meetings held during year ....................................
Number of meetings held last year .......................................
Number of banquets held during year ....................................
Number of banquets held last year .......................................
Largest attended meeting ................................................
Least attended m eeting ..................................................
Average attendance this year ..............................................
Average attendance last year ............................................
Total number of members whose dues are fully paid .......................
Total number of members whose dues are yet unpaid ......................

640
21
14
1
2
300
71
147
145
538
63

TREASURER'S REPORT AS CERTIFIED BY JOHN B. GEIJSBEEK AND CO.,
Certified Public Accountants
Jacob V. Schaetzel, Secretary-Treasurer The Denver Bar Association
ANALYSIS OF CASH FUNDS, APRIL 1, 1924, TO MARCH 31, 1925
GENERAL FUND
INCOME:
Cash Balance April 1, 1924 ...................
Dues Received from Members(For years 1920, 1, 2, 3, 4) ...............
$ 401.00
Less: % to Library Fund ...................
240.60

$ 357.61

160.40
Dues Received from Members(For year 1925) ......................... $3,081.00
1,232.40
Less: % to Library Fund ..................
1,848.60
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68.00
52.50

Received from Sale of Frames ...............
Less: Cost of Frames .......................

15.50
131.99
330.00
812.00
44.43

Received from Primary Fund ................
Received from Sale of Banquet Tickets .......
*Transferred from Library Fund .............
Miscellaneous Income .......................

$3,700.53

Total Available for Use ..................
EXPENSE:
1,020.00
109.26
640.00
286.85
836.73
502.46
112.50
20.35
14.75
10.00
12.00
28.50

...............................
Salaries ......
Telephone and Telegraph ...............
The Record ................................
..................
Postage .................
M eetings ...................................
Stationery and Supplies .....................
Banquet Expense ...........................
Miscellaneous Supplies ......................
Complimentary Tickets .....................
Radio Talk .................................
Dues-Colorado Bar Association .............
Miscellaneous Expense ......................

3,493.40

Total Expenditures .....................

$ 207.13

Balance in General Fund, March 31, 1925 ......................

*NOTE-The amount transferred from the Library Fund Is in accordance
with authority contained in the minutes of meeting held April 21, 1924.
LIBRARY FUND
INCOME:
Balance on Hand April 1, 1924 .........................
% Membership Dues (Years 1920, 1, 2, 3, 4) .............
- Membership Dues (Year 1925) ........................

$1,624.30
240.60
1,232.40
$3,097.30

Total Available for Use ............................
EXPENSE:
$
Books, Etc ............................................
Book Binding Expense .................................
Insurance ............................................
Miscellaneous Expense ...............................
Salaries ..............................................
*Transferred to General Fund .........................

629.75
663.09
103.27
26.80
420.00
812.00
2,654.91

Total Expenditures ...............................

$ 442.39

Balance in Library Fund March 31, 1925 ......................
RECONCILIATION
Balance in General Fund April 1, 1925 .....................
Balance in Library Fund April 1, 1925 ......................
Total of All Funds ................................

$ 207.13
442.39
$ 649.52

*NOTE-The amount transferred to the Library Fund Is In accordance with
authority contained in the minutes of meeting held April 21, 1924.
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Your Committee desires to make
one recommendation with reference
to the dues or so-called initiation fee
which is paid by each newly admitted
member. We would suggest that the
OFFICERS
payment which is to accompany the
Stanley T. Wallbank ................
..
President
application oe prorated throughout
Kenneth W. Robinson
First Vice-President
the year according to the time at
W. W. Grant, Jr.,
which the application is presented.
Second Vice-President
The dues for the year being $6.00, it
Jacob V. Schaetzel ........................
Secretary
718 Symes Bldg., Phone Main 3158
would seem well to divide this into
two payments-that is, anyone makEXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
ing application for membership beStanley T. Wallbank Wilbur F. Denious
fore January 1 should pay $6.00, and
Kenneth W. Robinson Charles C. Butler
anyone making application after JanuW. W. Grant, Jr.
William E. Hutton
Robert W. Steele
ary 1 and before July 1, should pay
$3.00 We have experienced difficulty,
EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
especially among the younger men, in
Peter H1 Holme
Richard H. Hart
Joseph E. Cook
obtaining applications with but three
or four months left in the fiscal year,
Published by
where the requirement is that the full
The Denver Bar Association and de- year's dues shall be paid. We are convoted to the interests of that
stantly met with the argument that
Association.
1L they wait three months and join,
their dues will be paid for a full year
Ofce, 718 Symes Bldg., Denver, Colo.
in advance.
Respectfully,
Vol. II
Denver, May, 1925
No. 5
MEMRERSHIP
COMMITTEE
OF
THE DENVER BAR ASSOCIATION.
REPORT OF MEMBERSHIP COMBy ALBERT J. GOULD, JR.,
MITTEE
Chairman.
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Your Committee has secured the applications of eighty-one attorneys for
membership in this Association. Fiftynine of the applicants have been approved by
this Association
and
applications will be voted on at the
annual meeting, April 27, 1925.
As a part of our work, we have
made a thorough canvass of the attorneys practicing in this city, who
were not members of this Association, and whom we believed to be eligible to membership. The results of
our efforts and the information with
respect to each attorney who was not
a member and whose application was
not secured, are tabulated in a card
index which was started by this Committee and which is to be the permanent property of the Membership
Committee. This card index shows
the names of all the attorneys practicing in the city who are not members of this Association, together with
such information as may of value to
future committees. We have endeavored to make this system complete so
that future committees will have all
the available information with reference to the non-members of the Association and their reasons, if any, for
not joining.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Reminding you again of the candidates selected by the Nominating
Committee, for offices in the Association for 1925-1926.
These will be
voted upon next Monday evening:
President ..........
Charles C. Butler
1st Vice-Pres.... Henry McAllister, Jr.
2nd Vice-Pres...Robert W. Steele, Jr.
TrusteesCharles R. Brock, B. C. Hilliard
OPENING

FOR

YOUNG

LAWYER

Denver Bar Record:
The writei contemplates retiring
from the active practice of law, and
I am wondering if you know of any
young man who would care to take
up the matter of succeeding me in
this town. There is a population of
approximately 2,000 here and no other
lawyer. I would also be glad to dispose of a very good working library,
including Cyc, Corpus Juris, Colorado
reports, Colorado Appeals, Ruling
Case Law and much else. There is
much territory and, I believe, a good
opportunity for the right man.
WM. W. DINGMAN.
Eaton, Colo.
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LEGAL AID COMMITTEE
Legal Aid Society of Denver was
incorporated for the purpose of:
(a) Maintaining and operating a
society to render legal aid (gratuitously, if necessary) to any and all
worthy,
poor, distressed
persons
needing assistance in the establishment and maintenance of their legal
rights; to counsel said persons, and
to assist them in the prosecution and
defense of civil actions or special
proceedings in any lawful manner;
to study and promote measures for
the protection of persons under total
or partial disability, or who by reason of ignorance, improvidence or
inability to procure assistance elsewhere for the establishment and
maintenance of their legal rights are
the victims of misadventure or oppression; to co-operate with the judiciary
and officers of the law and bar associations, and charitable organizations
interested in securing a proper administration of justice in behalf of
poor, worthy, distressed persons.
On November 3, 1924, Mr. Halsted
L. Ritter, then President of the Denver Community Chest, recommended
the appointment of your present
Chairman of the Legal Aid Committee to Mr. Stanley T. Wallbank,
President of the Denver Bar Association. Mr. E. H. Ellis had resigned
as Chairman earlier in the year. On
November 11, 1924, at a meeting of
the Executive Committee of The
Denver Bar Association the appointment was made, the other members
of the Legal Aid Committee being
William J. Grodzki, Victor Arthur
Miller, Richard E. Leach, H. C. Tallmadge, Merritt H. Perkins, Ira C.
Rothgerber and E. C. King.
In a
letter from Jacob V. Schaetzel, Secretary of The Denver Bar Association, your Chairman was asked to
call a meeting of the Legal Aid Committee, and such meeting was held
in the office of Victor Arthur Miller
on November 20, 1924, when your
Chairman made a report in regard to
the organization of the Legal Aid
Society of Denver, which report was
approved, and on December 2, 1924,
the plan for the Legal Aid Society of
Denver also was approved by the
Executive Committee of The Denver
Bar Association.
Further meetings were held in-

formally, until on February 12, 1925,
at the Denver Chamber of Commerce
an organization meeting was held in
pursuance to a call sent out over the
names of Halsted L. Ritter, formerly
President Denver Community Chest;
James H. Pershing, President Denver
Community Chest; L. Ward Bannister, President Denver Chamber of
Commerce; and Stanley T. Wallbank,
President The Denver Bar Association. This meeting was attended by
Mrs. Anna Hayes, President of the
Denver County
Parents - Teachers
Congress; Stanley T. Wallbank, Dean
George Manly, Judge Charles C. Butler, Jacob V. Schaetzel, Halsted L.
Ritter and Harry C. Green. It was
voted to incorporate, not for profit,
and a Certificate of Incorporation of
the Legal Aid Society of Denver was
filed with the Secretary of State on
February 26, 1925, signed by Halsted L. Ritter, Charles C. Butler, L.
Ward Bannister, Albert A. Reed,
Horace N. Hawkins, George C. Manly
and Stanley T. Wallbank.
At a second meeting of the Board
of Directors held at the Chamber of
Commerce on March 5, 1925, ByLaws for the Society were adopted
and the following officers
were
elected:
President, Halsted L. Ritter; Vice-President, George C. Manly;
Treasurer, Stanley T. Wallbank; Secretary and General Attorney, Harry
C. Green.
At a meeting of officers
held in Mr. Ritter's office on March
10, 1925, the following were chosen
as members of the Executive Committee: Halsted L. Ritter, ex-officio,
chairman; George C. Manly, vicechairman;
Stanley
T. Wallbank,
treasurer; Horace N. Hawkins, Jacob
V. Schaetzel, Clem Collins and Dr.
Lillian Pollock.
Temporary offices for the Legal
Aid Committee of the Denver Bar
As.ociation, and for the Legal Aid
Society of Denver, were maintained
at 712-713 Central Savings Bank
building, from November 11, 1924,
until March 11, 1925, when permanent offices for the Legal Aid Society
were opened at 529 Kittredge building, with the Secretary and General
Attorney in charge.
Pursuant to a suggestion from
Jacob V. Schaetzel, Secretary of The
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Denver Bar Association, your Chairman had a conference with Harry
Ruffner, director of the Department
of Domestic Relations of the Denver
Juvenile Court, on November 14,
1924. As a result of this conference,
Mr. Ruffner has referred a number
of cases, which accounts for the comparatively large percentage of complaints regarding divorce, alimony
and kindred subjects in the early history of the Society. Since the general objects and purposes of the
Legal Aid Society of Denver are becoming more widely known, the
sources have multiplied, and the
variety of cases have increased.
Five mooted questions are now
pending for final settlement before
The American Bar Association and a
committee appointed by The National
Association of Legal Aid Organizations. Some of the Legal Aid Societies follow one plan, some another,
and some an adaptation or modification of both plans. The General Attorney is being guided by the general
recommendations of the Executive
Committee, and by his best judgment
in individual cases, subject to later
approval or change of policy by the
Committee. These questions are:
1. What is a Legal Aid Client and
who Should be Referred to Other
Lawyers?
2. To What Lawyers Should Such
Persons be Referred?
3. Should Legal Aid Associations
Accept Divorce Cases?
Should Legal Aid Organiza4.
tions Accept Criminal Cases?
5. Should Legal Aid Societies Accept Personal Injury Cases Where
Private Lawyers Could be Secured
on a Contingent Fee Basis and Only
on that Basis?
After discussion of these questions,
the Executive Committee has adopted
the following working basis:
Question One is answered in large
part by "objects" of the Society as
set forth in sub-division (a) of the
as
of
Incorporation,
Certificate
quoted at the beginning of this report. First and foremost, as a cardinal principle, it is evident that a
Legal Aid Society should not come
into direct competition with the Bar
Association. No attorney, in his private practice, should have any occasion to fear that his legitimate
field will be interfered with nor encroached upon. In other words, the
cases handled by a Legal Aid Society

should be only those that would go
unhandled, were it not for such an
organization, or would not be handled were it not for the philanthropy
of some individual attorney. Only
those cases where justice would be
denied should they go uncared for,
are within the scope of this organization.
Question Two has been answered
by the Executive Committee by asking that a list of attorneys be furnished to the Society by the Bar Association.
Question Three has been answered
by the Executive Committee deciding
that the Society shall take those
worthy cases which have, been properly referred by a Social Agency or
Domestic Relations Director, after
full investigation, and where the
Agency, etc., will assist in the necessary investigation, getting witnesses,
etc.
Divorce cases should not be
encouraged, neither should illegitimacy, and poverty should not result in a denial of justice. The National Committee on Legal Aid states
"it would seem to be good policy for
Legal Aid Societies to refuse divorce
cases, except where a manifest and
palpable injustice to one of the parties or to their children would otherThis Society is trying
wise result."
to follow the spirit of such a policy.
Question Four is still a matter unsettled, but inasmuch as the Certificate of Incorporation provides for
civil cases an effort is being made to
confine the activities along those
lines for the present.
Question Five has been answered
by the Executive Committee deciding
that personal injury cases should be
taken only after being fully satisfied
that a private attorney cannot be
found who will undertake the case
upon a reasonable basis, or where the
amount involved is so small as not to
attract a private attorney.
Legal Aid Society of Denver is
making a study of remedial legislation that will be of benefit to the
poorer classes, with a view to recommending proper legislation, with
the approval of the Bar Association,
and other supporting agencies. This
study includes child welfare problems, domestic relations, usury laws,
public defenders, small claims and
conciliation courts, and others that
will suggest themselves in the course
of development and progress. The
Society also furnishes advice and
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counsel to the various social and
welfare agencies of the city and
county, and to the workers in the
conduct of their investigations. Such
service appears to be well within the
scope of the organization.
Briefly stated, the following summary will indicate the work done by
the Committee and the Society since
the appointment of the present Committee:
The first case which came to the attention of your present Chairman was
on November 19, 1924. Therefore, this
report covers a period of five months
to April 18, 1925.
Legal Aid Cases Docketed:
3
November, 1924 .................
December, 1924 ..................
7
January, 1925 ................... 12
February, 1925 .................. 13
March, 1925 ..................... 55
28
April, 1925 (To April 18) .........
Total to date ..................
118
Legal Aid work was organized in
New York City in 1876.
The first
year's report shows 212 cases handled.
In 1923 there were 29,270 cases handled. During the life of this oldest Society in the United States the number of cases totals 818,370.
During
the first year of the Legal Aid Society
of San Francisco in 1916 it handled
242 cases; second year, 519, and the
eighth year, 1,011. Cleveland in 1906
handled 456 cases; in 1923 it dealt
with 5,948 cases. Atlanta in 1924 had
196 new cases, and Providence had
i51 cases. The above figures show
that Denver will have done as laige
or larger volume in comparison as has
been done in other cities.
In addition to the large majority of
cases for American born citizens,
other countries have been represented
as follows:
Austria-Hungary
................
1
Belgium ........................
1
British Empire ..................
2
Denmark ........................
1
Germ any ........................
6
Italy ............................ 2
Jewish descent ..................
4
Poland ..........................
2
Russia ..........................
2
Switzerland .....................
2
Colored ......................... 3
In order to help determine whether
an applicant is a Legal Aid client, records are kept regarding employment,
present wage or average earning capacity, ownership of real estate,
monthly rent paid, number of depend-

ents and individual circumstances,
such as recent sickness, etc.
The
great majority are out of employment,
or are partially employed, or are making such small salary or wages, as not
to justify any or practically no sum
or sums for attorney fees. Twentyone are listed as having some interest in real estate, but in most of those
cases the incumbrances leave very little clear value. The great majority
have dependents ranging from one to
seven.
Sources of cases furnish an interesting study. They are classified according to headings furnished by the
National Association. Omitting those
headings where no reference has been
made the table follows:
District Court ...................
2
District Attorney's Office..........7
Domestic Relations (Ruffner) ..... 40
Juvenile Court (Others) ..........
4
Bar Association (Secretary) ......
5
Other Legal Aid Societies ........
2
Red Cross ....................... 2
Children's Aid Society ...........
7
City Charities ...................
4
Community Chest ...............
1
Jewish Aid Society ...............
2
Garfield Welfare Association ......
3
Church Convalescents Home .....
1
1 ewspaper clippings .............
25
Other Publicity (Friends, etc.) ....
2
Previously served by Society .....
3
Referred by other client ..........
2
Exact source unknown (Letters,
etc.) ..........................
6
118
Under the heading, "Data as to
Case," the National Association has
worked out a statistical sheet, classifying all cases according to their nature. The general headings include
Contractual Relations, Torts, Property, Real and Personal, Estates, Domestic Relations, Criminal Matters
and Miscellaneous. Using only those
sub-headings which have cases under
them the following table will show
the
Nature of Cases
Wages ...........................
3
Promissory Note .................
1
Other money claims ..............
11
Installment contracts ............
6
Breach of contract ............... 1
Investments .....................
1
Workmen's Compensation .......
1
Personal injuries ................
3
Attorney and client ..............
5
Fraud, deceit, misrepresentation..
1
Torts (not included elsewhere) ...
3
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Real estate purchase .............
.uviction (by applicant) ...........
Rent ............................
Eviction (Landlord and tenant)...
Personal property detained .......
Estates of deceased ..............
Feeble minded persons, lunacy ....
Estate of minors .................
Request for annulment proceedings ..........................
Divorces, filed for applicant .......
Divorces, answers filed for appl..
Separate Maintenance ...........
Separation (not filed) Complaints.
Desertion (under investigation)...
Non-support (under investigation)
Alimony (or cases filed by others)
Divorce, referred to private atty...
Adoption ........................
Criminal matters ................
Pension claim ...................
Drafting legal document ..........
Miscellaneous (Letters, Inquiries,
etc.) ...........................

1
1.
1
1
3
3
1
1
1
11
2
1
10
8
20
5
1
1
2
1
1
6

118
Total to date ...................
Under disposition of cases, the
great majority are still pending, so a
statistical sheet at this time does not
properly present the situation. In addition to advice and investigation in
the majority of cases, eight have been
reterred to Social agencies; nine have
been referred to private attorneys;
one to the City Attorney; two to the
Grievance Committee of the Bar Association; four have been partially settled; and four have been satisfactorily settled. The others are pending.
Denver has been one of the few
cities of its size in the United States
which, heretofore, has not maintained
a Legal Aid Society or Bureau. The
first one was organized in New York
The movement has
City in 1876.
grown until The National Association
was
of Legal Aid Organizations
launched in Cleveland in 1923, with
Chief Justice Taft as Honorary President, Albert F. Bigelow of Boston, as
President; Dean John H. Wigmore of
Chicago, and Oscar K. Cushing of San
Francisco are Vice Presidents; John
S. Bradway of Philadelphia is SecreThe 1924 annual
tary-Treasurer.
meeting was held in Minneapolis, and
the 1925 meeting will be held in Memphis in September.
A Legal Aid Society must be propand adequately
erly, permanently
financed to succeed. It must have the
support of sulch organizations as the
Community
the
Association,
Bar
Chest, and other similar organiza-

tions. It must be permanent, and the
attorney who undertakes the work
should be assured of such tenure that
he will be Induced and repaid to make
a study of the best methods of procedure and conduct of the Society.
He should become an expert in this
line of social service.
Adequate financial support does
not mean a large sum of money with
which to operate a Legal Aid Society.
It should be sufficient to enable the
general attorney to devote his time
and energy and thought to the work
Like all
to make of it a success.
permanent organizations, institutions
and industries of every kind, a Legal
Aid Society, of necessity must start
on a modest plan and develop as the
work becomes better organized, better known and better able to take
Raynor
care of Its own expansion.
M. Gardiner, born and raised in
Colorado Springs, Is now the General
Counsel for the Boston Legal Aid
Society, of which Albert F. Bigelow,
president of the National Association,
is the president. Mr. Gardiner says
the Boston Society is almost wholly
supported by voluntary contributions
from members of the Bar. He has a
staff of twelve attorneys who give
their entire time to the work, and
are handling an average of 550 cases
a month.
Your Chairman, who is also Secretary and General Attorney of the
Legal Aid Society of Denver, is now
taking care of the office routine, with
the aid of a half-time stenographer,
is organizing the record system, is
investigating and giving advice and
handling a certain number of cases
in the courts. He desires to avail
himself of this opportunity to invite
every member of the Bar, the Judiciary and other interested individuals
to visit the office of the Society at
529 Kittredge Building, to discuss
the problems of the organization, and
to offer friendly criticism and counsel
and assistance to make the Legal Aid
Society of Denver the success which
its founders had in mind when they
pictured its ultimate goal in their farsighted vision.
HARRY C. GREEN.
Certificate of Incorporation of the
Iegal Aid Society of Denver
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE
PRESENTS: That we, HALSTED L.
RITTER, CHARLES C. BUTLER, L.
WARD BANNISTER, STANLEY T.
WALLBANK, HORACE N. HAW-

THE DENVER BAR ASSOCIATION RECORD
KINS, GEORGE C. MANLY and ALBERT A. REED, citizens of the
United States, and of the State of
Colorado, have associated ourselves
together as a corporation under the
name and style of "LEGAL AID
SOCIETY OF DENVER," for the purpose of becoming a body corporate
and politic, NOT FOR PECUNIARY
PROFIT, under and by virtue of the
laws of the State of Colorado, and
particularly in accordance with the
provisions of Subdivision XII, Chapter 38, Compiled Laws of Colorado,
1921; and we do hereby make, execute and acknowledge this certificate
in writing of our intention so to become a body corporate and politic,
under and by virtue of said laws.
FIRST: The corporate name and
style of our said corporation shall
be "LEGAL AID SOCIETY OF DENVER."
SECOND: The particular business
and objects for which our said corporation is formed and incorporated
are for the purpose of:
(a)
Maintaining and operating a
Society to render legal aid (gratuitously, if necessary), to any and all
worthy, poor,
distressed persons
needing assistance in the establishment and maintenance of their legal
rights; to counsel said persons, and
to assist them in the prosecution and
defense of civil actions or special
proceedings in any lawful manner;
to study and promote measures for
the protection of persons under total
or partial disability to procure assistance elsewhere for the establishment
and maintenance of their legal rights
are the victims of misadventure or
oppression; to co-operate with the
judiciary and officers of the law and
Bar Associations, and charitable organizations interested in securing a
proper administration of justice in
behalf of poor, worthy, distressed
persons.
(b)
To acquire, hold and use
such personal and real property as in
the judgment of the board of directors of our said corporation shall seem
meet and proper to best carry out the
particular business and objects of
our said corporation; to take, hold,
manage, administer and distribute
(in any lawful manner) funds for
the endowment of the particular
business and objects of our said corporation, whether received by gift,
conveyance, devise or legacy; to dispose of any personal or real property

no longer needed by our said corporation to any organized charity in
the City and County of Denver, State
of Colorado, which in the judgment
of our directors at dissolution appears best able to continue the
charitable work constituting the principal business and object of our said
corporation.
THIRD: The affairs and management of our said corporation are to
be under the authority of a board of
directors consisting of twenty-five
members and Halsted L. Ritter,
Charles C. Butler, L. Ward Bannister, Stanley T. Wallbank, Horace
N. Hawkins, George C. Manly, Albert
A. Reed, James H. Pershing, Mrs.
Anna Hayes, Dr. Lillian Pollock, Mrs.
Verner Z. Reed, Mrs. Willis F. Wolff,
Tyson S. Dines, Clayton C. Dorsey,
George P. Steele, John K. Mullen,
Samuel Kohn, Jacob V. Schaetzel,
James Thomas, Clem Collins, John
L. Maim, Charles D. Hall, W. S.
Friedman,
Thomas
Stearns
and
Thomas Kelly are hereby selected to
act as such directors, and to manage
the affairs and concerns of our said
corporation for the first year of its
existence, until, to-wit:
The first
Thursday in the month of March,
A. D. 1926, or until their successors
are elected and qualified.
The said
board of directors shall have power
to fill all vacancies among their own
number of the interim of the annual
meeting of the members of the Society.
FOURTH: The principal business
of our said corporation shall be carried on in the City and County of
Denver, State of Colorado, and the
principal place and business office of
our said corporation shall be located
in the City and County of Denver,
State of Colorado.
FIFTH:
Our said corporation is
incorporated NOT FOR PECUNIARY
PROFIT and no stock shall be issued
expressing any pecuniary interest,
but the funds, assets and property of
the corporation shall be used solely
to prosecute the particular business
and objects of the corporation for the
charitable purposes above expressed;
and neither the directors of the corporation nor the members of the Society shall be personally or individually liable for any of the debts, obligations, or liabilities of the corporation; nor shall their personal and
individual property be taken therefor.
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SIXTH:
The board of directoris
shall have power to make such pru
dential by-laws as they may deen
proper for the management of the af
fairs of this corporation, consisten
with the laws of the State of Colorado
and to repeal, amend or add to said
by-laws in the method prescribed it
the by-laws, according to the statute
in such case made and provided. The
board of directors may create an ex."
ecutive committee, to which commit.
tee may be delegated all the power o1
the board of directors In the interim
of directors' meetings, as prescribed
in the by-laws of the Society not inconsistent with the laws of the State
of Colorado; said by-laws may be
adopted and business of the corporation may be inaugurated at a meeting
of the board of directors to be held
upon call of Halsted L. Ritter, provided not less than seven directors
are present at said meeting.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, We have
sec our hands and seals on this 25th
day of February, A. D. 1925.
(SEAL)
HALSTED L. RITTER
(SEAL)
CHAS. C. BUTLER
(SEAL)
L, WARD BANNISTER
(SEAL)
ALBERT A. REED
(SEAL)
HORACE N. HAWKINS
(SEAL)
GEORGE C. MANLY
STANLEY T. WALLBANK (SEAL)
Acknowledged this 25th day of
February, A. D. 1925.

THE LAW-ABIDING

LINCOLN

By Charles A. Murray
A seeming contradiction in the
conduct of Abraham Lincoln as a
lawyer is his apparent indifference to
the cause of fugitive slaves. He had
witnessed the cruelties of the slave
auction block in New Orleans, and
had expressed his horror of the institution by promising to "hit it
hard" if he should ever have the
opportunity, and yet, in not one of
the cases of the runaways that came
to his notice in Illinois, while he
was practicing in its courts, did he
take any part in behalf of the poor
victims.
To the contrary, as recorded by Jesse W. Weik, who, assisted by Herndon, Lincoln's longtime partner, has given to the world
more accurate and detailed information than any other writer, Lincoln
once, at least, accepted a fee from a
slave owner, one Robert Matson, for
assisting him in recovering some
slaves and returning them to Kentucky.
The only reasonable explanation of
this strange feature in the career of
this strange man is set forth in
Weik's latest book, "The Real Lincoln," published only a few months
ago.
Naming one of Lincoln's associates as his authority, the author
says that Lincoln lost none of his
hatred of slavery but that he reRESPONSE GRATIFYING
garded the "Fugitive Slave Law," as
long as it remained on the statute
The response made by lawyers to
books, binding upon him and all
the Record's plea in behalf of Duncan
other citizens, north as well as south,
McPhail is most gratifying. Approxi- and that he had no more legal right
mately $100 has been subscribed to to interfere with the capture and redate, and this is being dispensed by turn of the runaway negroes, than
Mrs. Willis J. Case, who early took an
he had to assist in moving horses or
interest In the plight of McPhail and cattle beyond the reach of their acMrs. Switzer.
tual owners.
Mrs. Case has given unstintingly
A similar explanation has been
of her time, and even of her money,
given of the attitude of Daniel Webfor months in this good cause, and ster, when, at the zenith of his popushe deserves the lasting thanks of
larity and power, he apparently
the association.
The money in her
changed front on the slavery queshands is in the hands of an expert, tion, and brought down upon his
and will be spent wisely and well.
head the deluge of wrath of the rapidly growing anti-slavery party-inJUDICIARY COMMITTEE
cluding the gentle Quaker poet, Whittier.
Thenceforth, the fallen idol
The Judiciary Committee has no re- was to be Ichabod-"The glory has
port to submit. No meetings have
departed from Israel."
But now it
been held and none of the members Is said that Webster, the great dehave had any work to take up.
fender of the constitution, and of all
Yours very truly,
constitutional law, could not consistently counsel violation of the fugitive
PHILIP S. VAN CISE.
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slave enactments, so long as they
were a part of the laws of the land,
although it is well known that he
had no love for the institution of
slavery itself.
Do not these explanations of the
course taken by these two eminent
American lawyers suggest to all lawyers and laymen of the present day
their solemn duty to observe and
obey all law, no matter whether or
not they like it?
GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE
The Grievance Committee of the
Denver Bar Association has had a
fairly active year. Numerous meetings have been held and many complaints have been considered and
passed upon. It is amazing to note
the great number of complaints
made which are either wholly unjustified or at best involve matters
of trifling moment.
With few exceptions these complaints have been adjusted with mutual satisfaction to the complainant
and the attorney involved. Arising
as they do often from misunderstandings, which soon ripen into unJustified suspicion, the outstanding
work of a grievance committee rests
in the adjustment of these differences, in the allaying of unmerited
suspicion and in restoring harmonious relations between attorney and
client.
There are some who feel that a
grievance committee has not functioned unless disbarment proceedings have been brought and successfully prosecuted. Rare are the complaints, indeed, which merit such
procedure, and in those few instances
where the specifications against the
attorney involved are of serious
moment, it is often found that actual
evidence of guilt is not at hand.
During the past year in only one
Instance has the proof been sufficient
to merit disbarment proceedings. In
that case the committee has secured
the necessary evidence, and a complete digest of the case, together
with affidavits from the complaining
parties, has been submitted to the
Colorado Bar Association, with our
recommendation that immediate action be taken. There Is pending at
present before the committee one
other serious complaint against a

Denver lawyer. In this instance the
necessary affidavits are being procured from the parties in interest,
who live out of the state.
In one complaint submitted, a special report containing the findings
of the committee and censure of the
attorney involved has been prepared
and filed with the Secretary of the
Denver Bar Association.
In closing may we emphasize again
that which has been brought to the
attention of the association in other
years-the necessity for closer organization within the bar-the necessity for a definite responsibility upon
definitely selected and paid attorneys to prosecute disbarment proceedings before the Supreme Court
when such proceedings are recommended by the committee, and the
necessity for bringing within the Bar
Association as great a number of
lawyers as possible, thus subjecting
them to its discipline. Public reprimand is dangerous and unfair.
Private reprimand is often forgotten.
Expulsion or fear of expulsion from
the Bar Association, if that body
were better organized and occupied
the place of importance in the lawyer's life which it deserves, would
be to our mind a powerful weapon
and one which would go far to correct and prevent unprofessional conduct, which now so often cannot be
successfully disciplined.
Respectfully submitted,
KENNETH W. ROBINSON,
Chairman of the
Grievance Committee.
WTIGMORE IS COMING
John H. Wigmore, author and famous philosopher of the law, is coming
to Denver May 15. He will give his
famous lecture on the "History of the
Law," tracing its various courses from
A detailed anthe earliest times.
nouncement of his visit will be made
at the annual meeting next Monday
evening.
XJTERALLY
Two little coons on a bridge a sittin';
Two little dice back and forth a flittin'.
One little hole, where a knot was missin',
Par-a-dice lost.
SAFETY FIRST
Customer-I want two tuna fish.
Grocer-You better stick to pianos.
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SUPREME COURT LIBRARY COMMITTEE
ard's Citations. The total value of
these books may be reasonably estimated at $100,000.00.
In the summer of 1921 the library
was entirely rearranged and new
equipment
added, including steel
cases and fixtures, the total cost of
which was over $45,000.00. Of this
amount $20,000.00 was paid out of the
library fund, and $25,000.00 by legislative appropriation.
The latter sum
was but a partial return of a much
greater amount theretofore taken by
the Legislature from the library fund
and devoted to other purposes. The
library has now been completely catalogued and cross-indexed, and every
volume is easily and readily accessible.
The sole source of income of the library fund is docket fees and attorneys' license fees in the proportion of
about five to one. The library is under the general management of the
court. The rules adopted for its government are intended to permit the
largest possible use by the bar conWhile Mr. Chief Justice Teller, on
June 25, 1924, addressed a circular let- sistent with its proper preservation.
Books may be withdrawn only as proter to the Colorado Bar Associationvided by Rule 59. It Is the intention
a letter which has doubtless been
of the court as soon as time and funds
brought to the attention of all lawyers,
permit to issue a new and complete
nevertheless we think it desirable that
catalogue of the library, deposit one
this letter should be appended to and
copy thereof in the office of each Dismade a part of this report.
trict Clerk in the State, and enable
Respectfully submitted,
members of the bar to procure additional copies at actual cost.
PETER H. HOLME,
Mr. Fred Y. Holland is the librarian,
Chairman.
and the two bailiffs of the Court are
his assistants. They will give you
To The Colorado Bar:
every possible aid in the line of their
The Justices of the Supreme Court
duty, and their prompt and courteous
take this opportunity to call your at- service is at your command. For the
Library.
tention to the Supreme Court
convenience of lawyers located outIt now contains approximately 28,000
side of Denver arrangements have
volumes, including practically all of
been made by the librarian to supply
the reports of the United States; of
typewritten copies of judicial decisthe several states, and of Hawaii and
ions or other matter desired from the
Porto Rico. Also the reports of Eng- library at a minimum cost. Informaland, Canada, Ireland, Scotland, Nova
tion in this connection may be obIncluded with the re- tained from the librarian. He will
Scotia, etc.
ports are the corresponding Digests,
also be glad to answer any inquiries
Statutes and Session Laws, and some addressed to him concerning the li2,500 text books by the best authors,
brary. You are most cordially inand legal periodicals, on every branch
vited to make the fullest possible use
of the law. Also complete bound vol- of it.
umes of abstracts and briefs in all
By direction of the court:
cases in the Supreme Court and Court
JAMES H. TELLER,
of Appeals.
To these has recently
Chief Justice.
been added a complete set of ShepIn concluding its report two years
ago, your Committee, constituted then
as now, referred to the fact that the
Supreme Court was then in hopes of
securing at an early date a competent
librarian. ' Shortly after our report
was submitted, Mr. Justice Denison
and Mr. Justice Teller referred to the
Committee the names of several applicants for the position of librarian.
These applicants had furnished certain references and this Committee
not only corresponded with numerous
persons who know the candidates, but
also had conferences with the appliThe correspondcants themselves.
ence and investigation were carried
on for several weeks and, as a result,
we finally were in a position to recommend to the Court the appointment of
Mr. Fred Y. Holland. In due course
thereafter, the Supreme Court saw fit
to make this appointment and from
all the information we have obtained,
Mr. Holland has been rendering efficient service as librarian.
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